




Zacchaeus had taken the land of the other farmers for his own, and having that land meant he 

was able to get richer and richer. This means that when he gave away his possessions and 

returned what he had taken, he was correcting injustice. He was giving the land back to those 

he had taken it from. And by giving back more than he had taken, he was making up for the 

years that the people had not been able to flourish because Zacchaeus had their land.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Look at the picture above. This painting from The Mafa Jesus Project in Cameroon 

was created to illustrate the parable of the rich man who built bigger and bigger barns, 

but it is also an accurate illustration of what the harvest would have looked like for 

Zacchaeus. Notice all the people bringing wool and rice and heads of grain. These 

people are probably bringing the harvest from land that they used to own, on which 

they now work as day labourers. 

Look at the smile on the face of the rich man. What do the faces of the 

other people in the picture tell you about how they are feeling? 

Why do you think so many of the people bringing food are women? 
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Tax Collectors were appointed 
by the Romans to collect taxes 
from farmers. Rather than paying 
with money, farmers would often 
pay with some of their crop. One 
of the chief ways that tax collectors 
became rich was by giving loans 
to those who could not pay their 
taxes. Instead of lending money, 
tax collectors would lend seed for 
planting and the farmer would be 
expected to repay the loan with 
seed or olive oil from their harvest 
(see the parable of the shrewd 
manager in Luke 16.1-9). However, if 
the harvest was poor, farmers would 
be unable to repay their loan, and 
the tax collector could take away 
their farm and make it his own.
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Illustration from Mafa Jesus, Cameroon
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Look at how food is being stored in the other buildings. What does this tell you about 

the amount of food that is being stored up?

The rich man has far more food than he can possibly eat. Jesus also tells stories about 

people who do not have enough food to eat. Do you think anyone in this picture is not 

getting enough to eat? What makes you think that?

Can you relate to anyone in this picture?

Imagine how the rich man felt about all these people, and how they felt about him.

n Jericho (where Zacchaeus lived) it was easy for everyone to know who had lost land 

and who had taken land. In our culture, the stories of land loss have often been left untold; 

history books have not talked about how Indigenous land was taken, or how the treaties

Canada made with Indigenous peoples denied access to the hunting and fishing that provided 

food. And while history books might describe how historically Black people were taken from 

their own land in Africa, they are generally silent about how Black people in North America were 

systematically pushed o� land that they had farmed for generations, and how Black, Indigenous, 

and people of colour are still discriminated against when it comes to land ownership today. 

As a result of the loss of their relationship with the human beings who treated them with respect 

and service, the land and the creatures who live on it are now treated as something that can be 

easily bought and sold to the highest bidder and used for profit. The wisdom of those who loved 

the land, respected it, and lived in harmony with all their relations has been suppressed. 
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FOR FAMILIES AND YOUTH

Explain how a loan works. In our time, a loan usually involves money. In Zacchaeus’ day, 
it almost always involved food or seed. Explain how Zacchaeus was able to take land 
when people could not repay their loan. People might not be able to repay a loan because 
of lack of rain (which would mean a poor crop), grasshoppers or other pests eating the 
crop, or an illness that made it hard to get the crop in. The questions under A. can easily 
be used for a discussion with children and youth. 

FURTHER REFLECTION
refle
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he biblical story is clear that if our relationship to the land is rooted in injustice, and 

if we view the land as something that can be bought, accumulated and traded like 

other possessions, we will never be able to live in harmony with each other and with 

creation. When Zacchaeus met Jesus, he did not just decide out of the blue to give away his 

land and possessions to the poor and return everything he had taken unjustly with interest. To 

set the wider context, we need to ask: Why was Zacchaeus so eager to see Jesus that he would 

go to the bother of climbing a tree? Had he heard about Jesus and his teaching? A large part of 

that teaching had been about money: on three previous occasions Jesus had told his followers, 

along with the rich young man, to give up their possessions and give to the poor (Luke 12.33; 

14.33; 18.22). It seems very likely that Zacchaeus had heard of Jesus’ teaching about the folly 

of accumulating more and more wealth like the one who built bigger and bigger barns (Luke 

12.13-21), and the dangers of not sharing wealth with those in need, like the rich man and Lazarus 

(Luke 16.19-31). We can be fairly certain about this, because by this point everyone was talking 

about Jesus. By this point, he was famous!

So, before Jesus even says a word, Zacchaeus 

knows in his heart that something dramatic has to 

happen. If he wants to follow this Jesus, then he will 

need to give back not only what he had taken from 

his neighbours, but also to give back four times more 

than he had taken. This might look like a one-o� 

event to us, but Jesus is clear: in order for the 

kingdom to come, a whole new way of interacting 

with each other economically has to take place. 

The economics of greed must be replaced with an 

economics of generosity, with Sabbath Economics.

One way to describe Zacchaeus’s actions is to use the 

language of reparations. Making reparations means 

acknowledging historical wrongs and finding ways to 

right those wrongs. It is connected to repairing what 

has been broken and restoring what has been taken. 

For those with privilege, this means sacrificing some 

of that privilege to make things right. 

We can start with thinking about what reparations look like in our own lives, but we also need to 

continue to advocate for reparations at a structural level in order to right historic wrongs. 

Ultimately we need to explore what it will look like for our economic system to move from one 

based on greed (which will continue to destroy creation) to one based on generosity.
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Sabbath Economics refers to a way of 
engaging in economic life found in a number 
of Old Testament texts such as Exodus 20.8-11; 
23.10-12; Deuteronomy 15.1-18; and Leviticus 15 
which is shaped by these things:
Rest every seven days for all people and all 
animals, and every seven years for the land. 
No person or creature shall be exploited.
Debt forgiveness every seven years, when slaves 
are set free. At that time people became slaves 
when they owed people more than they could pay. 
The sabbath laws say that even if their debt was not 
paid, they were to be set free in the seventh year. 
God repeatedly says that because God has set 
slaves free, the people are also to free all slaves. 
People are made for freedom, not slavery. 
Generosity demonstrated by leaving 10% of the 
harvest in the fields and on the trees to allow the 
poor and animals to take what they need. 
Creation is to be shared. 
No multi-generational wealth or poverty. In the year 
of Jubilee, land is returned, and debts are forgiven. 
Everyone starts with the same amount again.
All of creation is a gift from the Creator is the 
basis for all of our economic endeavours.



ACTIONS TO GROW HOPE

Discerning appropriate reparations can be hard work. The following actions 

are clustered around three themes: 

A. Making reparations for loss of land and food access

B. and C. Making reparations for loss of land and sovereignty

D. Making reparation of land destruction because of fossil fuels

 

MAKING REPARATIONS FOR LOSS OF LAND AND FOOD ACCESS

People who are Black, Indigenous, or people of colour have historically faced barriers in 

relation to access to land and farms. Make a donation to one of the following organization to 

assist the work that they do to assist growers who are Black, Indigenous and people of colour.

•  Toronto Black Farmers: https://www.torontoblackfarmers.ca

•  Black Creek Community Farm: https://www.blackcreekfarm.ca

•  Ojibiikaan Indigenous Cultural Network: https://ojibiikaan.com

MAKING REPARATIONS FOR LOSS OF LAND AND SOVEREIGNTY 

The David Suzuki Foundation has produced three movies about Land Governance 

and Canada’s Colonial History: (Each is 12 minutes long. If possible, watch all three videos.) 

https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/what-is-land-back

However, if you only have time to watch one video, watch the one entitled “Future: Land 

Governance: Honouring Rights and Responsibilities.” The discussion questions below 

are based on that video. This video describes a number of ways that settlers can 

engage in reparations and be allies with Indigenous peoples.

Which suggestions resonated with you?

One of the suggestions is that governments on traditional land should pay to the 

traditional caretakers of that land a tax on every economic transaction that takes 

place. In addition, the traditional caretakers should have a say in future development. 

Another option is that those who are on Indigenous land could work out a lease 

arrangement in exchange for occupying that land. What do you think of this 

suggestion? Is this something your church could discuss and consider? If you are 

Indigenous, how do you think your community would respond to this suggestion? 
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One suggestion from this video is that those who are non-Indigenous identify 

a project that can be worked on with Indigenous people as a way to work together, 

build relationships and create trust for further work around land issues and 

conservation issues. Do some brainstorming about a project like this that could 

happen in your community. 

Join a local Truth and Reconciliation Group. 

•  In Toronto the Church of the Redeemer hosts an Indigenous Solidarity Working Group: 

https://theredeemer.ca/get-involved/indigenous-solidarity-working-group

•  In Peterborough and the Kawarthas: 

https://trcbobcaygeon.org

MAKING REPARATIONS FOR LAND DESTRUCTION BECAUSE OF FOSSIL FUELS

Pressuring churches and other institutions to divest from fossil fuels is one way to address 

the abuse of creation at a structural level.  Find out how your church invests its money, 

and what policies they have around investing in fossil fuels. See links in Resources.

51

3

One project in the Diocese of Toronto 
where Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people are working together is the 
Mishkodeh Centre for Indigenous 
Knowledge in Bobcaygeon. In 
Anishnaabemowin, Mishkodeh means 
meadow, a place where Indigenous 
people long ago created a clearing 
to cultivate trees and medicinal plants 
and to have space to gather. This 
project seeks to purchase the land that 
was formerly a mishkodeh in the heart 
of Bobcaygeon and create a centre for 
Indigenous Knowledge on this land. 
More information can be found at 
https:mishkodeh.org.

A teaching gathering at the site of the future 
Mishkodeh Centre for Indigenous Knowledge.

C

D



YOUTH

Watch the video Common, Malik Yusef, Kumasi ft. Aaron Fresh, Choklate, Laci Kay, 
“Trouble in the Water” (O�cial Video)
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDUY3eXv-UY

Lyrics: https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/common/troubleinthewater.html

Background: This three minute video is about the Flint Water Crisis: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUSiLOwkrIw

Not mentioned in the video is the fact that the majority of the population of Flint is Black, 
making this one of the most prominent examples of environmental racism in recent years. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

What do you see? Reflect together on the images in the video. 
•  What is going on here? What kind of a community is portrayed in the video? 
•  Why is there a minister in the video, and church scenes?
•  What are they doing together?
•  Did you feel attracted to this community? Was it alien or threatening to you? 

What do you hear? How did the music impact you? 
•  What kind of emotions arose for you as you listened to the song? 
•  Joy? Rebellion? Anger? Fear? Did it make you want to dance?

What do you think? What is this song about?
•  Putting together lyrics, music, and imagery, what is the “trouble in the water?”
•  What are the biblical references in the song? Why are they there?
•  Does the song call for any action?

52

"It's all About the Beets" at St George's, 
Pickering Village

Harvesting at St George's,
Pickering Village



Let us be aware of the source of being

that is common to all

and to all living creatures.

    Silence

 

Let us be filled with the presence of great 

compassion

Toward ourselves and all living beings.

    Silence

 

Realizing that we are all nourished

From the same source of life,

May we so live that others be not deprived 

Of air, food, water, shelter or the chance to live.

    Silence

 

Amen. 

Great Spirit, give us hearts to understand;

never to take from creation’s beauty more than we give;

never to destroy wantonly for the furtherance of greed;

never to deny to give our hands

for the building of Earth’s beauty;

never to take from her what we cannot use.

Give us hearts to understand

that to destroy Earth’s music is to create confusion;

that to wreck her appearance is to blind us to beauty;

that to callously pollute her fragrance

is to make a house of stench;

that as we care for her she will care for us. 

Amen.

1

PRAYERS
pray
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PRAYERS

Choose one of these prayers to end your time together. 

These prayers are also suitable for use throughout the week.

Either one of the prayers from last week would be suitable here as well.



PICTURE BOOKS:

•  May we Have Enough to Share by Richard Van Camp

•  On the Trapline by David A. Robertson

•  Greta and the Giants by Zoe Tucker

•  Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai

TWEEN AND TEEN:

•  One Earth: People of Color Protecting Our Planet by Anuradha Rao

•  Poisoned Water: How the Citizens of Flint, Michigan, Fought For Their Lives 

and Warned the Nation by Candy J. Cooper with Marc Aronson

TEEN AND ADULT: 

•  Farming While Black by Leah Pennimen

•  Eaarth: Making Life on a Tough New Planet (Revised) by Bill McKibben

•  Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability and Peace by Vandana Shiva

•  Bu�alo Shout, Salmon Cry: Conversations on Creation, Land Justice, and Life Together 

by Steve Heinrichs, ed.

•  Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think Like a 21st Century Economist by Kate Raworth

•  Healing Haunted Histories: Landlines, Bloodlines, Storylines by Elaine Enns and Ched Myers

•  Coates, Ta-Nehisi, ‘The Case For Reparations’, The Atlantic, (June 2014.): 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631

•  “A Guide to Climate Reparations” by Anita Bhadani, Yes! Magazine: 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/environment/2021/11/29/climate-reparations
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READ

•  Craig Ginn, “Let Justice Roll”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-KTmnJ4408

•  Craig Ginn, “Hercules”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zspaheuxhaI

•  Common, Malik Yusef, Kumasi ft. Aaron Fresh, Choklate, Laci Kay, 

“Trouble in the Water” (O�cial Video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDUY3eXv-UY

LISTEN TO MUSIC

DIGGING DEEPER: 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO EXPLORE 

THIS WEEK’S THEMES

dig deep



55

JOIN

•  John Biewen, ‘Losing Ground,’ Scene on Radio, (July 26, 2017.):

•  Podcast: https://www.sceneonradio.org/episode-43-losing-ground 

•  Transcript: https://revealnews.org/episodes/losing-ground

•  Nicole Hannah-Jones, ‘Land of Our Fathers Part 1,’ Podcast from 

The New York Times, (October 4, 2019.):

•  Podcast: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/podcasts/1619-slavery-sugar-farm-land.html?action=

click&module=audio-series-bar&pgtype=Article&region=header

•  Transcript: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/podcasts/1619-slavery-sugar-farm-land.html?

action=click&module=audio-series-bar&pgtype=Article&region=header&showTranscript=1

•  Nicole Hannah-Jones, ‘Land of Our Fathers Part 2,’ Podcast from 

The New York Times, (October 11, 2019.):

•  Podcast: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/11/podcasts/1619-slavery-farm-loan-discrimination.html?

action=click&module=audio-series-bar&region=header&pgtype=Article

•  Transcript: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/11/podcasts/1619-slavery-farm-loan-discrimination.html?

action=click&module=audio-series-bar&pgtype=Article&region=header&showTranscript=1

LISTEN TO PODCASTS

•  For practical steps on divestment go to:

•  https://www.indigenousclimateaction.com/indigenous-divestment

•  https://gofossilfree.org/how-to-divest 

•  https://divestinvest.org

•  Infographic: Neumann, Je� and Tracy Matsu Loe�elholz, ‘40 Acres and a Mule 

Would Be at Least $6.4 Trillion Today,’ Yes! Magazine. (May 14, 2015.):

https://www.yesmagazine.org/issue/make-right/2015/05/14/infographic-40-acres-and-a-mule

-would-be-at-least-64-trillion-today

•  Doughnut Economics: https://www.kateraworth.com/doughnut

EXPLORE



ZACCHAEUS RETURNS THE LAND

A PLAY BY SYLVIA KEESMAAT ON LUKE 19.1-10

(the play takes approximately 13 minutes)

CAST:

Rachel - married to Zacchaeus

Zacchaeus - married to Rachel

Benjamin - a villager

Rebekah - a villager

Morry - a villager married to Sarah

Sarah - a villager married to Morry

Ezra - a villager married to Miriam

Miriam - a villager married to Ezra

Various other villagers to make a crowd

Jesus  

N.B. Stage directions refer to an in-person performance. If performing virtually, just have 

someone narrate the stage directions, which are in italics. Note that if working with a smaller 

group of people, one person can play more than one part. Zacchaeus and Rachel should only 

play one part, however, and Morry and Benjamin should be played by di�erent people. If you 

have a larger group of people, everyone can contribute to the dialogue in the crowd scenes. 

PROPS:

A table with two chairs.

Tea towels for folding.

Something to count.

Paper or parchment. 

Some scarves or shawls to use as costumes.

Zacchaeus is sitting at a table, leaning over a piece of parchment.

Zacchaeus: (talking to himself as he looks at the parchment): Jake owes me 4 bushels of 

wheat; Zeke owes me 6 bushels of wheat, and then 10 from Mo, and 15 from the sons of Seth. 

Hmm, I think I may need to build bigger barns this year. 

Rachel enters with the laundry and sits at the table. Throughout this conversation, have 

the two of them doing something at the table. Rachel could be folding towels and Zacchaeus 

is counting money, stacking it into little piles. Some old pennies would work.

Rachel: Zach, you’ll never believe it, I’ve just heard that Jesus is coming!
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Z: Jesus! Coming here? 

R: Well, not here to our house, but to Jericho! He’s coming to our city!

Z: And you want to go and see him, I guess.

R: Of course I do, and I want you to come with me.

Z: Me? Oh, Rachel, I don’t think that’s a good idea. I mean, I don’t think I’m the kind of person 

that Jesus wants to see.

R: Oh Zach, he wants to see everyone. He’s gone for supper at the homes of Pharisees. They 

say he healed the slave of a Centurion. And they say that one of his followers is a tax collector 

just like you!

Z: That’s the problem, Rachel. That tax collector isn’t collecting taxes any more, is he?

R: I think his name is Matthew. The tax collector’s name is Matthew.

Z: Okay, Matthew. I mean, he can’t be sitting in his toll booth collecting taxes if he’s following 

Jesus all over Galilee and Judea. And I heard that Matthew has been throwing big feasts and 

everyone is invited. What’s that about?

R: You know what it’s about. It’s about God returning to us once again, about God becoming 

our king, so that we can live in our own land in peace, and no one is sick, and our fields are 

producing enough food for everyone. Maybe Matthew thinks this kingdom is finally here.

Z: But what if it isn’t? What if this Jesus is just some crazy preacher who speaks well? Then 

Matthew has just lost his job and lost all his money.

R: Zach, you know he’s not just some crazy preacher. Why would people all over Galilee be 

giving away their possessions to help Jesus feed himself and those disciples of his? Even 

Susannah, the wife of Herod’s steward has been funnelling money to Jesus. And Joanna, 

and Salome. 

Z: Well, I think that they might regret it.

R: Zach, these people are actually showing us what it looks like when God is in our community. 

Jesus is healing people, and his followers are feeding those who are hungry, and making sure 

people have clothing, and welcoming everyone to those banquets that Jesus is throwing. 

Z: Look, Rachel, I’m just too scared to meet Jesus. I know that he has been telling everyone to 

get rid of their possessions and give them to the poor. I heard about what he said to that rich 

young man a couple of days ago. What if Jesus asks me to give up my possessions?
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R: Would that be so bad, Zach? Don’t we have enough? We already have so much land that you 

can’t keep track of everything you are growing on it.

Z: That’s what I have Danny for. He’s a good manager. 

R: (dryly) He certainly manages well for himself. But that’s not the point. Look, when you became 

a tax collector in this village, we had friends. Our children could go to Rebekah’s house to help 

harvest grapes. Morry and Sarah loved to have our kids help their kids with the olives, and Ezra 

and Miriam always invited us over for the shearing. None of that happens anymore! 

Z: Well, Rebekah doesn’t have that vineyard anymore, does she? Now it’s mine. And Ezra and 

Miriam had to give us their sheep after they didn’t pay back the barley I loaned them, and it’s not 

my fault that Morry broke his leg and couldn’t get his olive harvest in. At least I make sure those 

trees are harvested . . . . Why are you looking at me like that?

R: Come on, Zach. These were our friends, and all you can do is congratulate yourself that you 

are better at getting work done. You haven’t personally harvested an olive in over 10 years! 

But we could have helped Morry get those olives harvested. We could have let Ezra and Miriam 

keep their sheep. We could have waited another year for grapes instead of taking the vineyard. 

It isn’t as though those farms are thriving under our care.

Z: What do you mean?

R: We can never attend to those grape vines the way Benjamin did. We don’t know the names 

of the sheep like Miriam did. We don’t love the fig trees the way that Sarah did. I think the land 

doesn’t do as well for us because it is grieving.

Z: Grieving?

R: Yes. And I think that you are secretly grieving, too. Don’t you miss being part of the community? 

I know that I do. 

Z: Part of the community? I am the head of the community, Rachel. 

R: (sadly) No you aren’t, Zach. The community is made up of people loving and caring for the 

land that their ancestors cared for and loved. Land, animals and people bound together in care 

and a�ection. That is community. As far as the village in concerned, you are the destroyer of

the community.

Z: Ouch. 

R: Well, doesn’t it make you feel sad to see your old friends waiting in the city square for work 

each day? Don’t you miss visiting them? Doesn’t the sadness in their faces bother you?
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Z: It is hard to see sadness in the eyes of people you never see, Rachel. But you are right, I do 

miss them. I miss eating with them, I miss seeing how their kids have turned out. I do miss being 

a part of the community.

R: Then maybe we should something about it! 

Z: Do something? (with sadness) It’s too late for that. I own their land now. I have my position to 

consider, and mouths to feed. It would be embarrassing to give it back, it would look as if I’d 

done something wrong. I just followed the rules, Rachel! Really, it’s too much to ask!

R: I guess that if it is too hard to imagine making this right, then it is too hard to imagine that  

God will really return. Have you really given up all hope that there would be peace and justice, 

and land for everyone and food for all?

Z: No. No, I don’t want to give up that hope. I do long for all of that. With all my heart!

R: And so do I. Maybe that means we need to give up our wealth!

Z: Rachel, I couldn’t . . . it would be so hard . . . 

R: Then come and see Jesus.

Z: Jesus!

R: Yes, come and see Jesus. You know that you have been wanting to see him for a while now.

Z: That’s true. I have really wanted to see Jesus.

R: And maybe he’ll help us, Zach. Maybe he’ll help us both imagine how we can fit into his 

community again. 

Z: (aside) It would take a miracle!

Zacchaeus and Rachel exit the stage. The villagers walk on and form a tight knit group all 

looking in one direction. Have a chair or ladder nearby that can be the “tree.” The villagers 

are all muttering saying things like “Do you see him yet?” “I think I see him!” “No, that’s just 

a donkey!” “I wish he’d hurry up!” “I’m thirsty!” “Hush, it won’t be long now.” etc. 

Zacchaeus and Rachel walk on from the side behind the group. Zacchaeus walks up 

to the group. They all nudge each other and point at him and fall silent. 

Z: (smiling at them): Well, hello everyone! Here to see Jesus, eh! I’m wondering whether I could 

just get through to the front there . . . (he trails o� as the people push closer together so that 

he can’t pass). 
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Benjamin: Sorry Zach, no space at the front here.

Sarah: The children get the front spots, Mr. Tax Collector.

Ezra: Maybe you should have brought a ladder. You probably own a dozen or so by now!

Miriam: Not sure why you want to see Jesus, anyway, Zach. I don’t think he owns any land for 

you to repossess.

Some in the crowd laugh. Others just look angry. Morry and Rebekah just look sadly at Zacchaeus 

and shake their heads. Then Morry yells!

Morry: There he is! I see him coming! 

The crowd starts to mutter excitedly: “Here he comes!” “I thought he’d be taller.” “He’s got a lot 

of people with him.” “I can see at least six women in that group.” “They look very tired.” etc. 

Zacchaeus looks around sadly, then spots the “tree”. He goes over to it:

Z: Rachel, here, give me a hand.

(Rachel comes over)

Z: This is perfect. I’ll be able to see Jesus, but he won’t be able to see me.

R: And he won’t know that the others gave you the cold shoulder!

Z: Exactly!

(Rachel helps Zacchaeus up onto the chair). 

Jesus walks onto the stage and through the people shaking hands and saying hello. He walks 

up to the tree and walks around it once, looking up. The crowd is silent.

Jesus: Is that Zacchaeus up that tree?

Z: Um, yes, it is.

Jesus: Zacchaeus, come down from there, I’d like to come to your house.

Z: My . . . .my . . . house?

Jesus: Yes, your house.
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The crowd grumbles: “What!” “Doesn’t he know that this guy is a sinner!” “He’s gotta be kidding!” 

“I thought that Jesus cared about people who are hungry?” “No way!” “Jesus, this guy’s a crook! 

He took my land!” “He took mine, too!” “And mine!” “And mine!” “And mine!”

In the meantime, Zacchaeus has come down from the “tree” and is looking from Jesus to the 

crowd. Finally, he licks his lips and begins to speak. He has to yell a bit to be heard. 

Z: Okay, okay, you are all right. I’ve been a jerk. And I’m sorry. I’m sorry for all that I’ve done to you. 

Morry: Yeah, right. Prove it!

Z: (swallows hard) Okay, well, I’m going to give away half of my all my wealth to the poor.

Benjamin: Only half? 

Rebekah: What about our vineyard? 

Sarah: What about my olive trees?

Others chime in “what about our land?”

Z: And if I’ve defrauded anyone of anything, I’ll give back four times as much. I mean, I can’t give 

you four times your land, but I’ll give your land back and four times its worth in grain, or wool or 

wine or olives.

Jesus: Today salvation has come to this house because Zacchaeus is also a son of Abraham. 

For the Son of Man has come to seek out and save the lost.

Rebekah: I never imagined this day would come! Our vineyard returned in time for the harvest!

Ezra: Will I really be followed around by lambs once again?

Morry: (looking Zacchaeus closely in the face): I really have hated you, Zach . . . .

Sarah: Morry!

Morry: . . . but to have my olive trees back! I don’t know what to say! 

Except maybe thank you to Jesus! 

They all laugh

Benjamin: (putting his arms around both Rachel and Zacchaeus) Well, I know what to say. 

Welcome back, friends!

THE END.
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PAUL AND A GROANING CREATION: 
LEARNING TO GRIEVE FAITHFULLY

05
week
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INTRODUCTION

The apostle Paul did a lot of walking as he carried the message of 

Jesus throughout the ancient Roman world. As he walked, he noticed 

the traces that the Roman empire had left across the land: forests had 

been cut down everywhere he walked. Animals that were once 

common were becoming extinct, as hundreds of them were killed in 

Colosseums each week. Once the forests were cut down, soil washed 

o� the mountains and filled up the harbours, creating swamps where 

mosquitoes bred, contributing to widespread sickness. Aqueducts 

diverted water to large cities, often depriving small towns. And, in cities 

like Rome, the smoke from cooking fires and bath-heating commonly 

created smog which blocked the sun. Creation wasn’t doing too well, 

as far as Paul could see. Which is why, in Romans 8, he talks about 

all of creation groaning, as though it is in painful labour. The grief and 

lament of God over creation at the time of the flood is now mirrored 

in the grief and lament of creation at the time of Paul.

beg�
05

This aqueduct carried water from 
a river to a large city in Paul’s day.

Wood was the oil of the Roman Empire. 
Trees were cut down to build ships—and 
the biggest, oldest trees were used for 
the masts. Wood was used to build 
tunnels for mining, and was burned in 
order to purify the metals needed for 
coins and goblets and jewellery. Wood 
was also burned for cooking, and an 
enormous amount of wood was burned 
to heat the famous Roman baths. 
Because they needed so much wood, 
the Romans cut down forests in every 
land they ruled. They had to conquer 
new areas whenever they began to 
run out of timber. 



USING THE CURRICULUM 

•  This week includes activities for those just beginning to think about creational 

grief, as well as those who have been exploring these issues for some time. 

•  It contains more activities than can be done in one meeting or one week. 

•  Choose the activity or activities that are most appropriate for you, your group, or 

your family. You may choose to do only one or two, or spread them out over the course 

of the week. You may also earmark activities for ongoing action once Lent is over. 

•  Everyone should do the sections entitled “Becoming Rooted: Hearing the Text” and

“Reflection” since they form the basis for the rest of the discussion and activities. 

•  If you make prayer flags together, you will need to gather the materials before your 

meeting (see Expressing Grief below)

OPENING LITURGY AND PRAYER

We gather from many places,

places of brokenness and grief,

places of joy and hope.

We lay down our grief and hope

before the Creator.

We gather from many places,

forests and fields,

streams and lakes,

small gardens and apartment balconies,

sidewalks and pavement.

We lay down the su�ering and the joy

of our places

before the Creator.

We gather from many places,

Indigenous and settler,

Black and people of colour,

immigrant and refugee,

now together on the traditional lands

of the Wendat, the Anishnaabeg

and the Haudenosaunee peoples,

including the Mississauga people,

lands that have praised Creator

since time began.

We bring the cry of the land

before the Creator.

Creator God,

we gather together in your presence

longing for restoration for creation,

forgiveness for our own brokenness

and the injustices we have created,

and reconciliation for the divisions

that separate us.

We lay our longing before you, Creator,

and ask for healing.

Amen.

BEGIN WITH PRAYER
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GROUNDING OURSELVES IN 
CREATIONAL LOVE

Briefly share with each other a moment from the past week where being in creation gave you 

a sense of deep happiness, awe, or wonder. Conclude this time with this brief prayer:

Creator of all,

in love you have called us into being

and surrounded us 

with the sight, sound, and scent of beauty.

We thank you for . . . .

[here may be inserted those things that were shared above].

May they remind us of your love for us,

and for all of creation. 

Amen. 

BECOMING ROOTED: HEARING THE TEXT
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HOSEA 4.1-3

People of Israel, listen to the Lord’s message.
    for the Lord is bringing charges
    against you who live in Israel.
“There is no faithfulness
    or love in the land.
    No one recognizes me as God.
2 People curse one another.
    They tell lies and commit murder.
    They steal and commit adultery.
They break all my laws.
    One murder follows another. 
3 That is why the land is mourning.
    All those who live in it
    are getting weaker and weaker.
The wild animals and the birds in the 
sky are dying.
    So are the �sh in the ocean

ROMANS 8.19-26

19 For the creation waits with breathless 
anticipation for the revealing of the children 
of God. 20 Creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice—it was the choice of the one 
who subjected it—but in the hope 21 that the 
creation itself will be set free from slavery to decay 
and brought into the glorious freedom of God’s 
children. 22 We know that the whole creation is 
groaning together and su�ering labor pains up 
until now. 23 And not only the creation, we ourselves 
who have the Spirit as the �rst crop of the harvest 
also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for 
our bodies to be redeemed. 24 We were saved in 
hope. If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope. 
Who hopes for what they already see? 25 But if we 
hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with 
patience. 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness; for we do not know what we should 
pray, but that very Spirit intercedes with groans 
too deep for words.

hear the text



REFLECT AND DISCUSS

Hosea says that the land is mourning, and Paul says that creation is groaning, or crying 

out like a woman in labour. 

What do you think Hosea means when he says that the land is mourning? 

What do you think that Paul means when he says that creation is groaning?

Discuss or reflect on any places or creatures that you think might be mourning 

or groaning and longing to be set free. What would freedom mean for these 

places and creatures?

This remarkable passage from Romans describes the groaning of creation crying out 

in lament. The groaning of creation is joined by the groaning of those who have the Spirit 

of Jesus. Human beings join creation in lament. And then the passage says that the very 

Spirit of God is joining our lamenting prayers with wordless groans. God’s very Spirit is 

joining creation and humanity in crying out that “this isn’t the way things are supposed 

to be! Creation is not supposed to be groaning!” This suggests that experiencing grief 

and lament over what is happening to creation may be the most faithful response 

to the crisis we face. 

If you feel comfortable doing so, share your feelings of grief and lament over what is 

happening to creation. What are you most afraid of? What keeps you awake at night? 

Paul says that God’s very Spirit is sharing in 

our lament. This suggests that lament is the 

right response to what is going on. This means 

that lament might be something we should 

not try to “get over” but rather is a faithful 

response to this crisis. How does this a�ect 

your sense of grief or lament?
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FOR FAMILIES

Spend some time remembering places where you have seen harm done to creation 
(garbage in waterways that could poison fish; plastic on the ground that birds might eat; 
pollution of water or ground by oil or gasoline; pesticides used on a lawn; trees clear-cut). 
Talk about what it means for creation to be crying or mourning when these things happen. 
Ask if they can think of other examples of creation mourning or groaning.

A

B
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3

1

2
Lament is another word for passionately 
expressing our grief and sorrow. We can 
express a lament by crying out to God in 
prayer, or by crying out to creation. It is 
one way of saying to God, “This is not 
the way things are supposed to be, God. 
And what are you going to do about it?”



We live in a culture that wants to downplay the su�ering of creation. That our world is in 

crisis is still denied by many people. We are so committed to having easy access to every-

thing we want, when we want it, that we are willing to suppress the voices of creation and 

the poor who su�er as a result of our desires. This makes us numb to the su�ering of 

creation and numb to the su�ering of others. And when we are numb, we are unable to 

do anything to make things better. Allowing the groaning of creation and the laments of the 

earth to be heard cuts through the numbness and brings us back to life. Giving voice to our 

own laments allows us to name the truth of the injustice that surrounds us, and allows us to 

demand change. Without lament, without passionately giving voice to our pain and grief, 

we remain trapped in a world where nothing can change. 

How has giving voice to your pain and grief, giving space and time for allowing lament 

to be heard, motivated you to bring about change? 

What place does lament have in our common worship? How often do we join our voice 

in grief with the rest of creation? How can we create space to sing songs of lament or 

pray prayers of lament in our churches? 

EXPRESSING GRIEF

One way to bring laments to expression is to create prayer flags that answer the question 

“How are You Feeling About Creation’s Su�ering?” If you make the prayer flags as a group, 

you can string them together and hang them at the front of the church, or outside your 

church. If you do them as a neighbourhood event, you can hang them outside of some-

one’s house or hang them on an apartment balcony. If you are meeting virtually, everyone 

can show their flag on the screen, and perhaps gather later to hang them together. 

If you make a prayer flag on your own, hang it near where you say your prayers. 
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expr� grief

FOR FAMILIES AND YOUTH

If you make flags at home, you each do a few flags 
and hang them from the front of your house to a 
tree or clothesline pole. You could also invite your 
neighbours to join you in this activity and begin 
conversations around climate grief with them.



Paul talks about how the Spirit of Creator joins both us and creation with “wordless 

groans.” Sometimes our lament is so deep, that we don’t know how to put it into words. 

Perhaps music or art is a better expression, or even a song. Listen to the songs listed 

at the end of this week’s study. Do you resonate with Blind Willie Johnson’s blues, 

Bruce Cockburn’s cry of lament, or the hard-hitting rap of Common? Create a drawing 

or painting, or write a song, a rap or a poem that gives voice to the grief and anxiety 

you feel overthe climate crisis. 
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YOUTH

Autograf & Janelle Kroll, “Walk with You” (O�cial Video)
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzLe55aMGaY
Lyrics: https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/autograf/walkwithyou.html

What do you see? Reflect together on the images in the video?
•  What is going on here?
•  How is the ice figure first presented?
•  What happens to her? Why?    
•  What emotions do the images evoke?
•  Are there images of hope in the video?
What do you hear? How did the music impact you?
•  What kind of emotions arose for you as you listened to the song?
•  Sadness? Anxiety? Tenderness? Hope? Intimacy? Loss?
What do you think? What is this song about?
•  Putting together lyrics, music and imagery, why is the singer promising 

to walk with the person to whom the song is addressed? 
•  Could the song be addressed to creation?
•  What are the crises, the obstacles and threats the song is facing?
•  What is falling apart?
•  Does the song call for any action?

WHAT YOU WILL NEED 
FOR PRAYER FLAGS:
•  20cm x 20cm (8” x 8”) squares of 

material in five di�erent colours, 
preferably from 2nd hand shops, 
no need to hem

•  Sharpies for writing on the fabric
•  String or rope to hang the flags
•  Small clothespins to attach the 

flags to the string

MAKING PRAYER FLAGS:
Ask people the question: How are you feeling about creation’s 
su�ering? Have people pick a flag in the colour that matches 
their feeling. They could write a prayer or message on the flag. 
Here are some examples:
Grey = I feel unconcerned
Green = I feel confused
Red = I feel angry
Dark Blue = I feel despairing
Light Blue = I feel sad
Yellow = I feel anxious
Orange = I feel motivated to bring about change
Purple = I feel hopeful
Patterns = I feel many things at once 
(you may need a lot of patterned cloth)



ACTIONS TO GROW HOPE

For some people, engaging in community action helps to build hope in the midst 

of lament. Find out if there are any climate actions being planned in your city for 

Earth Day. If there are, plan to attend.

Much of what creates anxiety for us is the relentless way that news is present in our life. 

Consider changing your media diet and connect with organizations that are engaged 

in renewal in your city and province. Here are some suggestions:

Good news about the climate can be found on sites like Environment 911 

(they periodically publish lists of good things happening for the environment):  

https://www.environment911.org/Good-Things-That-Happened-for-the-Environment-in-2021

A Rocha is a Christian environmental organization engaged in conservation 

science, environmental education, and sustainable agriculture: 

https://arocha.ca

The David Suzuki website has a wealth of stories about the environmental movement 

in Canada, along with educational resources and ideas for action: 

https://davidsuzuki.org

grow hope
A

2
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YOUTH

Check out a Fridays for Future 
Group near you. 

www.fridaysforfuture.org

Twitter: TOforFuture 
Instagram: fridaysforfutureto
FB: Fridays For Future Toronto

FOR FAMILIES

Plan a family outing to pick up garbage 
in a park or at the side of a country road. 
You will need:
•  Garbage bags
•  Gloves
Adult supervision is recommended to ensure 
there are no needles or other dangerous 
objects that could pierce gloves.
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ACTIVITIES TO DO OUTSIDE

Grief is the fruit of love. It is because we love something deeply that we grieve its loss. 

We might be grieving the loss of something that has already been in our life, or the loss of 

our hopes for the future. This ritual provides an opportunity to share our grief so that others, 

and creation itself, might help us carry our grief. Note that if it is too cold outside, the first 

part of the activity can be done inside.

Position a bowl of water where everyone can see and easily approach it. Surround it with 

stones that easily fit in the palm of the hand (or ask everyone to bring a couple of stones to 

the gathering). After a few moments of stillness, ask everyone to take a turn to pick up a 

stone, name their grief, and put the stone in the water. People may do this more than once, 

if there are enough stones. As the ritual progresses, our griefs are no longer carried just by 

ourselves, but they become collective griefs, carried by the group, and by the stones themselves.

When everyone has shared their grief, the bowl 

of water is carried to a tree or garden. Pour out 

the water in which we have immersed our griefs 

so that it may nourish the earth and the plants 

or tree. Say this prayer before doing so:

Ideally, someone in the group will commit 

to taking the stones to a nearby stream, river, 

lake, or ocean, where our griefs can be washed 

into the living waters and the stones released 

from their burden.

Return to the place that you found to sit in the first week of this study. As spring 

progresses, what new life do you see happening? If possible, go deeper into a park or 

a ravine in your neighbourhood and walk in the woods. If you can do so safely, call out 

your grief to the trees. If you can, sing out your gratitude for all that surrounds you.

g0 outside
A

B

Grieving Spirit,
who gave us hearts to love
and grieve the loss of our loves,
we o�er our grief to each other,
to creation, and to you.
May these stones and this water
so carry our grief and bear our sorrows
that we might feel ourselves held
in the care of each other,
the embrace of creation,
and your wounded hands.
We pray this in the name of Jesus,
who carried our grief and sorrow
to the cross.
Amen. 



PRAYERS
pray

A PRAYER FOR THE WATERS

Creator of life,
we give you thanks
for the waters that have
held us and nourished us,
washed us and comforted us, 
lulled us to sleep,
and reflected our joys and 
sorrows.

here we pause to remember 
lakes, rivers, streams and oceans 
that we are grateful for

Creator who mourns,
we lament the death
that has entered our waterways:
the plastic in our oceans,
the soil and poisons in our rivers 
and streams,
the sewage in our lakes.

here we pause to remember 
specific lakes, rivers, canals, 
streams and oceans that we 
mourn, and our complicity 
in their loss

We bring to you our grief
for those communities,
especially Indigenous 
communities,
that do not have clean water:
those with mercury poisoning,
illnesses from tar sand leaching,
and increasing cancer rates.
Forgive us for allowing this to 
happen on our watch.

here we pause to remember those 
communities we know who do not 
have access to clean water

Creator of new life,
we pray that you will once again
draw us into the story of water,
that we might be those 
who protect our watersheds,
and the waterways 
of the most vulnerable in 
our midst.

We pray in hope of that day
when the water of life
will grant us healing.
Amen. 

1

71

2
A PRAYER FOR THE TREES

Creator of life,
we give you thanks
for the trees that have 
opened their arms to us,
protected us,
nourished and sheltered us,
shared with us their fruit,
and been beautiful in our eyes.

here we pause to remember 
specific trees that we are 
grateful for

Creator who mourns,
we lament those trees that 
are no more:
trees that we climbed
and walked beneath,
trees sacrificed for our dwellings
our roads
our food
our wants.

here we pause to remember 
specific trees that we mourn, 
and our complicity in their loss

Creator of new life,
we pray that you will once again
draw us into the story of the trees,
Shape us into a people who 
protect and plant,
that forests might spring up
where we have trod.
We pray in hope of that day
when the tree of life
will nourish us with fruit
in all seasons,
and grant healing
for all creatures of the earth.
Amen. 

PRAYERS

Choose one of these prayers to end your time together. 

These prayers are also suitable for use throughout the week.

pray
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PICTURE BOOKS:

•  We are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom

•  Ida, Always by Caron Levis

•  Solomon’s Tree by Andrea Spalding

•  Always Remember by Cece Meng

•  The Lorax by Doctor Seuss

TWEEN AND TEEN:

•  Hoot by Carl Hiaasen

•  Cast Away: Poems for our Time by Naomi Shihab Nye

•  How to Change Everything: the Young Human’s Guide to Protecting the Planet 

and Each Other by Naomi Klein with Rebecca Stefo�

•  The Extraordinary Life of Greta Thunberg by Devika Jina and Petra Braun

TEEN AND ADULT: 

•  Dakwäkãda Warriors by Cole Pauls (a young-adult graphic novel)

•  Words for a Dying World: Stories of Grief and Courage from the Global Church by Hannah Malcolm

•  The David Suzuki Reader: A Lifetime of Ideas from a Leading Activist and Thinker

(Revised Edition), by David Suzuki

•  To read a lament for the earth based on Romans 8, see chapter 5 of Romans Disarmed: 

Resisting Empire, Demanding Justice by Sylvia Keesmaat and Brian Walsh

•  The Wild Edge of Sorrow: Rituals of Renewal and the Sacred Work of Grief by Francis Weller

•  Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We’re In Without Going Crazy 

by Chris Johnstone and Joanna Macy

READREAD

DIGGING DEEPER: 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO EXPLORE 

THIS WEEK’S THEMES

dig deep

•  Blind Willie Johnson, "Dark was the Night, Cold was the Ground": 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNj2BXW852g 

(instrumental -  kind of what that groaning might sound like)

•  Bruce Cockburn, "Radium Rain": https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yE6ZF9-u8vY (with images)

•  Autograf & Janelle Kroll, “Walk with You” (O�cial Video): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzLe55aMGaY

LISTEN TO MUSIC
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•  Hip-Hop artist and Earth Guardian founder Xiuhtezcatl Martinez speaks and performs 

at the age of 13 at TedxYouth@MileHigh (13 minutes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2V2yVkedtM

WATCH

•  Podcast: Nomad podcast: specifically their episode on climate grief:

https://www.nomadpodcast.co.uk/hannah-malcolm-words-for-a-dying-world-n261 

(interview begins around the 12 minute mark)

LISTEN TO PODCASTS

•  GASP: Grand(m)others Act to Save the Planet: https://www.gasp4change.org

•  Indigenous Youth Leadership Initiative: 

https://www.earthguardians.org/indigenous-youth-leadership-initiative (includes a video)

JOIN

•  Environment 911 (they periodically publish lists of good things happening for the environment):  

https://www.environment911.org/Good-Things-That-Happened-for-the-Environment-in-2021

•  A Rocha is a Christian environmental organization engaged in conservation science, 

environmental education, and sustainable agriculture: https://arocha.ca

•  The David Suzuki website has a wealth of stories about the environmental movement 

in Canada, along with educational resources and ideas for action: https://davidsuzuki.org

•  Climate Generation: https://www.climategen.org

•  This weekly climate newsletter from “Minimum Viable Planet” includes a list of other 

climate newsletters at the bottom of the post: 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2022/01/26/race-to-zero-emissions

EXPLORE



JOHN’S VISION OF THE NEW EARTH: 
LEARNING TO LIVE WITH POSSIBILITY
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INTRODUCTION

Over the last five weeks we have explored a variety 

of passages that give voice to the grief that God, creation, and 

the people felt when violence and sin harmed the relationships 

between people and the land. This week’s passages point us 

toward the future, towards possibility. Just as Jesus’ journey in 

Holy Week does not stop at the cross but continues on to new life, 

the biblical story constantly imagines a future of abundance and 

life for the earth and all of God’s creatures. Nor is this is a future 

that we are expected to bring on our own: God promises to act 

for us and with us to bring this renewed creation into being.  

It may be that the depth of our sorrow over what is happening with 

creation makes it hard to imagine any part of this future vision ever 

coming true. That’s okay. Sometimes it is helpful to know that a 

vision of hope is there while admitting that more time needs to be 

spent in grief. Even the apostle Paul, when he spoke briefly of hope 

in last week’s passage, immediately turned back to su�ering and 

lament. But we are all di�erent. Some of us might need to mourn 

a little longer. Others might need a vision of hope in order to get 

out of bed in the morning. As we have discovered again and again 

in these stories, God is faithful to God’s promises. The trajectory 

of hope may be long, but God has promised that it leads to 

a restored creation. This week explores that hope. 

beg�
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USING THE CURRICULUM 

•  This week includes activities for those just beginning to think about creational 

grief, as well as those who have been exploring these issues for some time. 

•  It contains more activities than can be done in one meeting or one week. 

•  Choose the activity or activities that are most appropriate for you, your group, or 

your family. You may choose to do only one or two, or spread them out over the course 

of the week. You may also earmark activities for ongoing action once Lent is over. 

•  Everyone should do the sections entitled “Becoming Rooted: Hearing the Text” and

“Reflection” since they form the basis for the rest of the discussion and activities. 

•  If you make prayer flags, postcards or a wall of inspiration, you will need to gather 

materials in advance (see Nourishing Hope below)

•  If Holy Week proves to be a di�cult time to meet, this week’s discussion 

and activities would work well after Easter. 

OPENING LITURGY AND PRAYER

We gather from many places,

places of brokenness and grief,

places of joy and hope.

We lay down our grief and hope

before the Creator.

We gather from many places,

forests and fields,

streams and lakes,

small gardens and apartment balconies,

sidewalks and pavement.

We lay down the su�ering and the joy

of our places

before the Creator.

We gather from many places,

Indigenous and settler,

Black and people of colour,

immigrant and refugee,

now together on the traditional lands

of the Wendat, the Anishnaabeg

and the Haudenosaunee peoples,

including the Mississauga people,

lands that have praised Creator

since time began.

We bring the cry of the land

before the Creator.

Creator God,

we gather together in your presence

longing for restoration for creation,

forgiveness for our own brokenness

and the injustices we have created,

and reconciliation for the divisions

that separate us.

We lay our longing before you, Creator,

and ask for healing.

Amen.

BEGIN WITH PRAYER
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GROUNDING OURSELVES IN 
CREATIONAL LOVE

Briefly share with each other a moment from the past week where being in creation gave you 

a sense of deep happiness, awe, or wonder. Conclude this time with this brief prayer:

Creator of all,

in love you have called us into being

and surrounded us 

with the sight, sound, and scent of beauty.

We thank you for . . . .

[here may be inserted those things that were shared above].

May they remind us of your love for us,

and for all of creation. 

Amen.

BECOMING ROOTED: HEARING THE TEXT

Read the visions of hope found in Isaiah 65 and Revelation 18, 21-22.
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hear the text

"A Vision of the Renewed Earth?" 
Garden Volunteers at All Saints, Whitby



ISAIAH 65.17-25

17 For I am about to create new heavens
    and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered
    or come to mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice forever
    in what I am creating;
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
    and its people as a delight.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
    and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
    or the cry of distress.
20 No more shall there be in it
    an infant that lives but a few days,
    or an old person who does not live out a 
lifetime;
for one who dies at a hundred years will be 
considered a youth,
    and one who falls short of a hundred will be 
considered accursed.
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them;
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22 They shall not build and another inhabit;
    they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my 
people be,
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands.
23 They shall not labor in vain,
    or bear children for calamity;
for they shall be o�spring blessed by the Lord—
    and their descendants as well.
24 Before they call I will answer,
    while they are yet speaking I will hear.
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
    but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy
    on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.

REVELATION 18.11-13

And the merchants of the earth weep and 
mourn for [fallen Babylon], since no one buys 
their cargo anymore, 12 cargo of gold, silver, 
jewels and pearls, �ne linen, purple, silk and 
scarlet, all kinds of scented wood, all articles 
of ivory, all articles of costly wood, bronze, iron, 
and marble, 13 cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, 
frankincense, wine, olive oil, choice �our and 
wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, 
slaves—and human lives.

REVELATION 21.1-5

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for 
the �rst heaven and the �rst earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the 
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
dressed for her husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
God will dwell with them;
they will be God’s peoples,
and God’s own self will be with them;
4 God will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the �rst things have passed away.”

5 And the one who was seated on the throne 
said, “See, I am making all things new.”

REVELATION 22.1-2

Then the angel showed me the river of the water 
of life, bright as crystal, �owing from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of 
the street of the city. On either side of the river is 
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of 
the tree are for the healing of the nations.
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REFLECT AND DISCUSS

or many people, the book of Revelation is full of disturbing imagery and violence. That 

is not surprising, for Revelation is trying to make sense of the poverty and degradation of 

creation that the early Christians saw all around them. In the first century (as in the whole 

of the biblical story), the violence of sin has destroyed the earth and created misery for many 

people. At the time Revelation was written, much of that misery was caused by the Roman empire, 

whose shipping merchants took animals and food, fruit and wood, spices and luxury items from 

far countries and brought them to Rome. They also brought people to be sold as slaves. They 

left hunger and degraded land behind them. 

Revelation ends with good news: all those who destroy the earth, the shipping merchants 

and the kings, will weep because all of their wealth has disappeared. One way to paraphrase 

Revelation 18 is to say, “The corporate climate polluters are weeping and wailing because no 

one buys their oil any more!” But that isn’t the end. The book of Revelation, like the prophet 

Isaiah long ago, then goes on to imagine the restored earth, a place where the Creator will 

come to live with people, where there will be justice and peace for human beings and for 

animals. Both of these visions give us an idea of how to think of the world that we want to 

see: they are visions of what the world can be, visions that call us forward into possibility.

What stood out to you about the reading from Isaiah? 

Why might people build houses and not be able to live in them? Or plant vineyards 

and not be able to eat their fruit? Who is living in the houses and eating the fruit? 

Why do you think that weeping will no longer be heard in the city? 

Discuss or reflect on what Isaiah’s vision might look like in your own community.
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FOR FAMILIES

Isaiah’s vision of the new earth talks about people having long lives with plenty of food to 
eat and houses to live in. He also describes animals that normally eat each other peacefully 
eating next to each other instead. This is a vision of peace and harmony.
    
Talk about the places of sadness or injustice you see in your community that you would like 
to be di�erent on the new earth. What would you like your neighbourhood to look like? 
What enemies would get along with each other? What animals would live in peace with 
people? What would housing look like? What would getting food look like? 
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John describes a new heaven and a new earth in Revelation. Although he uses the 

language of the earth “passing away,” this does not mean that it will be destroyed; it 

means, rather, that it will be restored.  As we saw in last week’s reading, Paul describes 

creation as waiting to be “set free” by the children of God. Elsewhere both Paul and Peter 

describe creation as being purified by fire (1 Corinthians 3.13 ; 2 Peter 3.10-13). And the 

book of Revelation itself talks about all of creation and all creatures praising God when 

those who “destroy the earth” are judged.

Even the language of “the sea will be no more” doesn’t mean that there will no longer 

be oceans. John has just described how the sea has been the primary way that sea 

captains and businessmen of the first century have been able to move stolen goods like 

wood, jewels, fabric, animals and slaves all over the world. Saying “the sea will be no more” 

is like saying “the railroads have collapsed” or “the cargo ships have sunk” (or, perhaps, 

are stuck in a canal!). It means that an unjust network for moving goods will no longer 

be present in the world. 

Throughout the whole of the Bible, God has wanted to come and live with people in the 

beautiful and diverse creation that fills the earth. This was what God wanted in Genesis, 

this is what Jesus came to do when he became human and moved into our neighbour-

hood, and this is what God is hoping to do in the future: live with us, here on earth.

If the earth is going to be the future home of both God and humanity, how does 

that change how we think of creation?

It is clear that this vision of the new heaven and the new earth is something that will 

be brought by God in answer to our prayers and hopes. That means that we aren’t 

expected to create the new earth ourselves. We quoted Leah Penniman above, saying 

“The Talmud teaches us not to be overwhelmed by the grief and despair of the world. 

We are not obligated to finish the work, but we are obligated to take a step in the 

direction of completing the work.”

The end of the biblical story, and this quote 

from the Talmud, suggests that it is not our job 

to complete the work of bringing healing to the 

world. But it does suggest that it is our job to 

work towards that healing. How does this a�ect 

the feeling of grief or hope that you carry?
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“The Talmud teaches us not to be 
overwhelmed by the grief and 
despair of the world. We are not 
obligated to finish the work, but we 
are obligated to take a step in the 
direction of completing the work.”
- Leah Penniman, paraphrasing 
Rabbi Tarfon in Pirkei Avot. 
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Revelation 22 describes a city where God hopes to live with us in the future. It has a 

river flowing right through the middle of the city, a lot of fruit trees growing on the banks 

of the river, and fruit every month of the year. This is a food forest in a city! Or, to put it 

another way, food forests are the cities of the future! John also says that the leaves of the 

trees will be for the healing of all the peoples of the earth. The trees will establish justice 

on the earth, because these trees will make sure that everyone has food all year long, 

every month of the year. 

Trees have been a central part of the biblical story, and a part of creation that has been 

destroyed again and again by clearcutting, drought, and wildfires caused by climate 

change. But even though we have done so much to harm trees, their leaves will be part of 

our healing. In this way, trees o�er us forgiveness.

Have you ever thought of trees or any part of creation o�ering you forgiveness 

before? Discuss or reflect on how this changes your relationship with trees?

If the vision of healing of our cities is one of food 

forests along our waterways, how will this change 

the infrastructure of our cities now? How will this 

a�ect transportation? Where we build housing? 

Our recreation? 

It is well known that wealthier neighbourhoods 

have more trees and green spaces, and poorer 

neighbourhoods have less. Discuss or reflect on 

where there are trees in your neighbourhood and 

city. Are there groups working to plant more trees 

and create more green spaces? If not, is this 

something that your church community should 

pursue (see next item)?

Watch the film “Singapore: A Biophilic City” 

(https://www.filmsforaction.org/watch/singapore-biophilic-city-2012)

Can you think of any places in your neighbourhood or city where this kind of planting 

could happen? How would that place be changed? 

Draw a picture of a place near you that would be changed by being covered in plants. 
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Trees in cities have been shown to:
•  Reduce temperatures
•  Improve air quality
•  Improve physical and mental health
•  Help children do better in school
•  Reduce crime
•  Create friendlier neighbourhoods
•  Create successful business areas
•  Reduce noise pollution
•  Clean water
•  Reduce cooling and heating costs
•  Create safer neighbourhoods
In short, trees are already providing 
healing in many ways. 
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NOURISHING HOPE

Last week we made prayer flags that gave voice to our anxiety and grief about creation. This 

week, create prayer flags that show the world that you want to live in (see last week for instruc-

tions). You can write about the world you wish to see (ie. “I want a world where . . .”) or draw 

pictures. Hang your prayer flags so they intersect with the string of flags you made last week. 

Build a wall of inspiration in your home or church. If you are 

meeting in person, ask everyone to bring in a quote or a photo 

of someone, or a photo of place that inspires them. Create a 

wall of artwork, quotes, and people to give you hope. If you are 

doing this at home, depending on time and space, you can find 

a photo of someone who has inspired you and tape above your 

desk or counter, or make a larger display of photos, quotes 

and stories on a bulletin board or even on an entire wall!
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YOUTH

Create postcards with inspirational quotes or photos of climate heroes. Make 10 or 15 copies 
of each postcard. Create a pouch for each postcard; glue one of the postcards on the outside 
so people can see what is in it. Hang the pouches in your church or on a tree in front of your 
church or your house with signs inviting people to take them. 
You will need: 
•  Copies of photos or inspiring quotes (can be handmade)
•  Large envelopes or plastic pouches (if hanging outside)
•  String for hanging
•  Clothes pins for attaching pouches to string (or thread string through the pouches)

OR

Ask if the youth group can take over the church’s Instagram or Facebook account for a 
week to post inspirational quotes or photos about climate justice, or information and photos 
of climate heroes (perhaps from within the church community!).

A

B

For wall of inspiration:
•  Photos of inspiring people
•  Inspiring quotes
•  Inspiring photos

WHAT YOU WILL NEED FOR PRAYER FLAGS:
•  20cm x 20cm (8” x 8”) squares of material in five di�erent 

colours, preferably from 2nd hand shops, no need to hem
•  Sharpies for writing on the fabric
•  String or rope to hang the flags
•  Small clothes pins to attach the flags to the string



ACTIONS TO GROW HOPE

Plant a food forest in your neighbourhood, yard, or on your church property. 

Find stories of other churches who have done so here:

St. Mary's Anglican Church in Fredericton: 

https://nb.anglican.ca/news/got-excess-parish-land-plant-a-food-forest

Various faith communities: https://www.faithcommongood.org/faith_food_forests

For inspiration watch Shubhenda Sharma’s video on how to grow a forest 

in your back yard: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgUOQpW4xes 

and his Ted Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjUsobGWhs8

This article describes food forests being planted across Canada: 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-food-forests-1.5660211

Donate to Plant-for-The-Planet (https://www1.plant-for-the-planet.org) which funds 

reforestation projects all over the world. Their website enables you to pick the 

project you will fund. 

In The Netherlands, communities have created hubs where unwanted saplings are 

brought and made available to those who want to plant trees. Be the first to create 

a “More Trees Now” movement in Canada. Here is the English website for More 

Trees Now (Meer Bomen Nu): https://meerbomen.nu/over-ons/in-english 

This short video also describes the project: 

https://www.weforum.org/videos/this-dutch-initiative-aims-to-speed-up-forest-planting
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A PRAYER FOR THE RENEWED EARTH

Creator of all hope,

sometimes our tear-filled eyes

blur our ability

to imagine creation renewed.

Hold us in our grief,

that we might envision

all of creation restored.

Creator of all hope,

sometimes the cries of injustice

drown out the voices of the creatures

singing your new world into being.

Hold us as we cry,

that we might hear the music

of all of creation restored.

Creator of all hope,

sometimes the stench of death

overwhelms the scent of flowing water,

cedar in the forest,

and moist earth receiving seed.

Surround us

with the fragrance of resurrection,

that we might inhale the Spirit

of all of creation restored.

Amen. 

Praise to you, my God and Creator!

Your creativity is matched 

by your compassion!    

Today is a new day in the life of creation.

Let me see and hear,

taste, touch, and smell 

the thrill of your grace

the pulse of the Spirit

in and through all creation.

Amen.

1

pray
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PRAYERS

CONTINUING THE JOURNEY

The biblical vision of a flourishing and abundant 

creational home for all creatures has framed our 

exploration over the last six weeks. We have 

journeyed through the story: shared God’s grief for 

the loss of a flourishing creation, felt the lament of 

the land and the dispossessed, and have glimpsed 

the hope of a world where all creatures and peoples 

live in a renewed creation of abundance and 

flourishing once again.

It is our hope that this vision has captured your 

imagination, that the vision of our God, who creates 

life out of death and whose specialty is resurrection, 

has drawn you in. Oddly enough, our longing for this 

vision to be true will mean that we live with continued 

grief: grief that creation is su�ering so deeply, grief 

that so many people have been severed from their 

land, grief that creational injustice is so deeply 

entwined with racial injustice, and grief that our 

actions seem so small. Living with all of this grief is 

hard work—not something that we can easily walk 

through in a six-week period of time.

This is a path that we will all be on for some time. It 

is a path that we can only walk together, human and 

non-human, settler and Indigenous, people who are 

Black and people of colour, immigrant and refugee. 

We pray that this resource will have equipped you 

for that journey, that it will have provided space 

for sharing your grief, will have fed you with stories 

of hope that will have equipped you with actions 

and practices to ground you in the love of your 

place, and, most importantly, we hope that it will 

have helped you to connect with a community of 

others, both human and non-human, who can share 

your grief and join you in imagining healing and 

hope for the world that God so loved.

PRAYERS

Since this is the last week of our lent journey together, you may 

wish to end with this reflection before concluding with prayer.
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PICTURE BOOKS:

•  The Water Walker by Joanne Robertson

•  City Green by DyAnne DiSalvo-Ryan

•  Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth by Oliver Je�ers

•  Fishing With Grandma by Susan Avingaq and Maren Vsetula

•  Old Enough to Save the Planet by Loll Kirby

•  Climate Change: What Everyone Needs to Know by Joseph Romm

•  Beasts at Bedtime: Revealing the Environmental Wisdom in Children’s Literature 

by Liam Heneghan

•  What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting our Planet by Jess French

TWEEN AND TEEN:

•  Heroes of the Environment: True Stories of People who Are Helping to Save the Plant 

by Harriet Rohmer

•  Climate Rebels by Ben Lerwill

•  Stu�: Curious Everyday Stu� that Helps Our Planet by Maddie Moate and Paul Boston

•  How Can you Save the Planet by Hendrikus van Hensberger

TEEN AND ADULT: 

•  We Rise: The Earth Guardians Guide to Building a Movement that Restores the Planet 

by Xiuhtezcatl Martinez

•  The Water Defenders: How Ordinary People Saved a Country from Corporate Greed 

by Robin Broad and John Cavanagh

•  Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided World 

by Katharine Hayhoe

•  Surprised by Hope by Tom Wright

•  Thinking Like a Mountain: Towards a Council of All Beings 

by John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming and Arne Naess

•  Reforesting Faith: What Trees Teach Us about the Nature of God and His Love for Us 

by Matthew Sleeth, MD

READREAD

DIGGING DEEPER: 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO EXPLORE 

THIS WEEK’S THEMES

dig deep



86

•  An article on a food forest in Muskeg Lake First Nation: 

https://canadianfeedthechildren.ca/the-feed/whats-a-food-forest

•  Faith and The Common Good describes food forests planted by faith communities:

www.faithcommongood.org

•  The Film “Reflection: A Walk with Water” offers a vision on how to radically redesign 

our relationship with water. The trailer is available here: 

https://www.reflectionfilm.com/ and the film should be available elsewhere in 2022

•  The Film “Dear Future Children” follows three young activists from Hong Kong, Uganda and Chile:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFyhYv-LyG8

EXPLORE

WATCH

•  Bruce Springsteen, “My City of Ruins”: 2 versions:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CapO4lucqH4 (big band, live)

https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpUv6ptY8xw (quieter, single guitar and the band doing vocals)

•  Josh Garrels, “Zion and Babylon”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mqia1Ft1Zy4

LISTEN TO MUSIC

•  Recycling Song Jack Johnson 3Rs Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1mFymbRmv4

SING AND DANCE
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